
Community Group Discussion Questions

“Cornelius’ Prayer”
Acts 10:1-8, 30-33

Sermon Series Title: “Church Beginnings”

Sermon Series Summary: From now until around Easter, we will be in the book of
Acts, covering chapters 1-12. After the Ascension of Jesus Christ, we see the NT
church being born by the power of the Holy Spirit. Through this series, we see the
church being built, the kingdom going forth, and the gospel being proclaimed.

Setting: The book of Acts is a transitional book between the resurrection of Jesus
and the established local churches of the epistles. With Jesus’ call to the church in
Acts 1, we see how the gospel spreads to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the end of
the earth..

Summary: Our passage today is the setting of a very important event in redemptive
history, Gentiles officially receiving the gospel and being part of the people of God.
We see Cornelius, a Gentile God-fearer who has been seeking God. God answers his
prayer and reveals to him the truth of Christ.

Sermon Points:

1. The Man
2. The Message
3. The Messiah

Opening Question

1. What are the biggest blessings and challenges to your prayer life?

(Answers may vary.)

We are back in our series in Acts. We left off with Peter staying in Joppa for many
days with Simon, the Tanner. In our passage this week, we see that he will be
summoned to bring the gospel and the kingdom of Christ officially to Gentiles.
Our passage is the setting of this great redemptive event, as we look at
Cornelius’ life of faith and prayer.

Read Acts 10:1-8, 30-33
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2. As a Gentile, what does this passage mean to you?

(Peter bringing the gospel to Cornelius and his family officially marks the redemptive
period that Christianity is not bound to a certain ethnicity in the Jews, but it is for the
whole world. This is a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy as prophets and psalmists
have talked about the whole world being part of God’s people. Jesus Himself called the
church to make disciples of all the nations.

Most of us are not Jews but Gentiles. If the kingdom of God stayed with the one nation
of Israel, we would not be saved. The gospel would have not reached our ears, and we
would not have been brought into the family of God.

We should take a moment and thank God for this event. We should praise Him for His
goodness, kindness, and compassion to us, blind in our sin and shame.)

3. Did Cornelius’ prayer and generosity earn him his salvation? Why or why
not?

(They did not. He was a God-fearer, meaning he believed in OT Judaism. He believed in
it and worshiped the OT God. Technically, he was under the old covenantal redemptive
epoch, so that is why he didn’t know the gospel of Christ. The kingdom under Christ
was still on the move and advancing after His ascension, as we have seen Acts as a
transition period. St. Augustine, John Calvin, and other Reformed scholars like James
Montgomery Boice all believe that he had faith already as a God-fearer under the old
covenant. Peter is just used to reveal to him the message of Christ and bring him under
the new covenant. His faith led him to pray and give, and his faith is a gift from God for
His salvation.)

4. How does this passage speak into your life of faith and prayer?

(We see Cornelius be commended for his faith and piety. To be a God-fearer, he
renounced the pagan Roman religion and believed in Judaism. He also did not follow
the culture and lifestyle of a sinful Roman soldier, but instead his dissatisfaction led
him to worship and follow the true OT God. He shows us that a life of faith is lived out
through prayer and generosity. Not only that, we see that he passes his faith onto his
whole household. It’s not a performance. It’s not an individual choice. He believes his
faith and loves his family so much that he has to share it with them.
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This passage challenges our prayer life and generosity. Are we really embodying the
heart of faith in prayer and generosity? Have we turned away from the idols of this
world and have we turned to Christ? Are we sharing the gospel with those closest to
us?)

5. What does this passage show us about the heart of God?

(It shows us that our prayers are not unanswered and our obedience is not unseen. God
sees us and hears our prayers. He knows us and loves us, just like He saw, knew, and
loved Cornelius.

He wants us to know Him through His Son. He is sovereign to work out all things to
save humanity. It was His will to send Peter to Joppa to be called later to Caesarea to
bring the gospel to Gentiles. It is all in God’s perfect plan, and that has led to our
salvation.

For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. He did not want us to perish in our sinful
blindness, so He sent His Son to reveal His will and to redeem us.)

Final Thoughts: This passage directly impacts us, since we’re all Gentiles. In God’s
providence, the gospel is now available for Gentiles, and we are able to be part of God’s
people. Cornelius’ life of faith challenges our life of faith, and it points to Christ’s perfect
revelation, life, and death for our salvation. Through Him, we are able to live faithfully
and prayerfully.
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