
Sermon Series Title: “Church Beginnings”

Sermon Series Summary: From now until around Easter, we will be in the book of Acts,
covering chapters 1-12. After the Ascension of Jesus Christ, we see the NT church being
born by the power of the Holy Spirit. Through this series, we see the church being built, the
kingdom going forth, and the gospel being proclaimed.

“We are in our “Church Beginnings” sermon series, and through this series, we’re going to
see that we need to know where we come from to know who we are now and to know who
we will become in the future.”

Call: Deuteronomy 32:4
Text: Acts 5:1-11
Title: “Sins in the Church”

Next Week’s Call: Deuteronomy 32:8-9
Next Week’s Text: Acts 5:12-16
Next Week’s Title: “Signs in the Church”

Future Calls: Deuteronomy 32:10-12, 13, 35-36, 39, 43

Future Titles: “Suffering in the Church” (Acts 5:17-42)

Fallen Condition Focus: We deceive others and ourselves into thinking we are holier, more
righteous/pious, generous than we are.

Christ redeeming FCF: Christ perfects our imperfect offerings. He is the perfect offering for
our sin. And because of His righteousness, holiness, and sacrificial generosity, we can
display those attributes through our union with Christ.

Proposition: “The gospel shows us our sin, leads us to hope, and empowers us to
faithfulness.”

Summary: After seeing the church’s glory in ch. 4, we see sin through the deceit of Ananias
and Sapphira. The sin is not that they withheld their proceeds, but their intention was to
deceive the church. We fall into the same sin, pretending we are better/holier than we are.
Thanks be to God that the gospel shows us our sin, brings us to confession and repentance,
and establishes us new in Christ!
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Reflective Questions:

1. What do you think about God’s judgment on Ananias and Sapphira? How would you
respond if someone said that this story is too extreme?

2. What does this teach us about hypocrisy and deceit?
3. How does the gospel address this sin in our lives?

I. Introduction

A. Hook- a perfect church?
B. Transition- sin in the church
C. Proposition
D. Points

II. What is the sin? (vv. 1-4, 7-9)
A. The context of our passage is key.

1. Last week, we saw the unity, generosity, humility, and testimony of the
church.

2. Barnabas was seen as a praiseworthy example of this humble
generosity.

B. Ananias and Sapphira desire to have this recognition and praise without as
much sacrifice, so they decide to keep back some of the proceeds and pretend
to give it all.

1. In v. 3, we see it’s Satan who wants to undermine the work of the
church. In ch. 4, we see Satan’s work from outside the church. In ch. 5,
we see Satan’s work inside the church.

2. Their sin is not in the withholding of the proceeds, but it’s in the
withholding of the truth. In v. 4, Peter is saying that they could have
kept it, and it would have been fine. Lack of integrity- integer.

3. This sin attacks all four of the attributes of the church we saw last
week: unity (not possible with dishonesty), generosity (for the wrong
reasons), humility (selfishness), and testimony (lies).

III. Why is it so serious? (v. 3, 5-6, 9-11)
A. Ananias is charged with lying to the Holy Spirit and Sapphira with testing the

Holy Spirit.
1. By lying to the church, they are lying to God. They thought they could

deceive God and are putting God to the test.
B. This is a special period of redemptive history. The Holy Spirit has filled the

church and has blessed her ministry. The gospel is advancing, and the church
is being built up. We don’t see this discipline/judgment today.
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C. Reminders of the Old Testament
1. Achan’s sin- conquering of the Promised Land (disobedience rooted in

greed, affecting the whole body)
2. Nadab and Abihu- improper fire upon God’s altar (improper worship)
3. Uzzah- reached out and touched God’s ark (improper view of God’s

presence)
D. All three of these OT occurrences share themes with Acts 5.
E. We should see sin in this way, especially the sin of deceit and hypocrisy

rooted in selfishness and pride.
IV. Where is our salvation hope?

A. How can we live? It’s impossible to live without hypocrisy, selfishness, and
pride. What is our gospel hope?

B. The gospel is the mirror that shows us the state of our hearts and our need
for a Savior.

C. It also shows us that Christ bled and died for our hypocrisy, selfishness, and
pride.

D. Through our union with Christ, we are able to die to ourselves, be selfless,
and be generous, not for the sake of our glory but for the glory of God and the
building up of the church.
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